
 Monday – introduce 
rhetorical analysis terms

 Tues – block day – speech 
analysis

 IF YOU NEED TO FINISH TEST 
CORRECTIONS, I HAVE TUTORING 
WED & THURS. A BLOCK; OR, YOU 
CAN COME BEFORE SCHOOL. 

 Friday – Unit 6 Vocab Quiz



English I Pre-AP 



Rhetoric: The art of using language purposefully.  
When trying to argue and persuade someone of 
something, we think carefully of how we might best 
achieve our goal, and we pick particular words 
because of their effect.

Ex. Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Pearl Harbor Address to 
the Nation - delivered 8 December 1941 

What famous quote came from this speech?



“Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy --
the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked 
by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.”



Persuasion: To cause a person 
to believe or do something by 
reasoning with him or her.  

Example:
“ Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your 

ears; 
I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him; 
The evil that men do lives after them, 
The good is oft interred with their bones, 
So let it be with Caesar ... 
The noble Brutus 
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious…”



Argument: Expresses a position on an issue 
and supports that position with reasons and 
evidence.  An argument often takes into 
account other points of view, anticipating and 
answers objects that opponents to the issue 
might raise.



Counterargument: An argument made to 
oppose another argument.  A good argument 
anticipates opposing viewpoints and provides 
counterarguments to refute (disprove) or 
answer them.



Fact vs. Opinion
A fact is a statement that can be verified as 
correct 
An opinion is a personal feeling or judgment 
about something

Typically, we work to persuade people to agree 
with our opinions by using facts to support 
those opinions.

I. Basic Argument & Rhetoric Terms



 There are several words to look out for that 
indicate that you are dealing with an opinion 
and not a fact.  These are just a few.



1. Everyone loves chocolate.
2. New York is the largest city in the United 

States.
3. I believe that the beach is the best place to 

vacation.
4. I think the main character in the movie is 

hilarious.
5. April is one of the spring months.
6. You are the best dancer in the whole school.
7. Jose Altuve is a member of the Houston 

Astros, the 2017 World Series Champions.
8. Dogs are superior to cats.



So, what do we argue about?

ISSUES: Points at which individuals disagree. The 
large questions underlying people's opinions. 

POSITIONS: The opinion formed by an individual on 
an issue. The way the individual ANSWERS the 
question posed by the issue.  Based on our 
positions, we make…

ASSERTIONS: A statement offered as truth, which is 
actually an opinion. An assertion is the foundation 
of every argument.  



Successful arguments must…
1. Have or develop several solid, LOGICALLY BASED

reasons to support your assertion. 
 “Logically” implies that they must be reasons that can be 

supported with evidence (You knew that already!).
2. TARGET your reasons for the SPECIFIC AUDIENCE

you are trying to convince
 You must know who you are trying to persuade, otherwise 

you have a moot point.
3. Use PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES appropriately and 

effectively.



Claim (Main Assertion): This is your thesis when you write an argument!

Reason #1 (Topic 
Sentence in your 
essay)

Reason #2 (Topic 
Sentence in your 
essay)

Reason #3 (Topic 
Sentence in your essay)

Evidence
to support 
Reason #1

Evidence to 
support Reason 
#1

Evidence
to support 
Reason #2

Evidence
to support 
Reason #2

Evidence
to support 
Reason #3

Evidence
to support 
Reason #3

THIS PATTERN CONTINUES TO ACCOMMODATE ALL OF YOUR
REASONS.  REMEMBER, 3 IS NOT A MAGIC NUMBER!!





LOGOS: An appeal to LOGIC or RATIONAL 
REASONING

 If you can explain real-life cause and effect  
and if/then situations, and make reasonable 
comparisons using FACTS and FIGURES that 
can be VERIFIED, then you are using LOGOS.

Example:
“Dad, you should let me drive to school today, 

because I have to go straight from school to a 
doctor’s appointment at 3:00, and I will be 
late to my appointment if I walk to school 
rather than drive.”



ETHOS: an appeal based on the character of 
the speaker (attempt OF THE SPEAKER to 
build credibility, gain the audience’s trust, 
present good character, etc.)

 This appeal is based on whether or not the audience perceives the 
speaker as someone who is morally competent, trustworthy, and 
knowledgeable on the subject about which s/he is speaking.  

Example: 
“Dad, you know I have always been a responsible son and I never taken advantage of 

the privilege to drive, and I know that you would not want me to miss my doctor’s 
appointment, as the school requires I have a physical before playing football; 
therefore, you should let me drive to school so that I may fulfill my obligation.”



PATHOS: An appeal to EMOTIONS 
or FEELINGS of the audience,
including fear, humor, anger, guilt, 

compassion, pride, patriotism, etc. 

NOTE: the appeal is made to the 
audience; it is NOT the emotion of the 
speaker!

Example: 
“Dad, I feel really sick today… and you 

know I love school and would never 
want to miss any of my classes… so you 
should let me drive to school today so I 
can go to the doctor right after school 
before this gets any worse; and in my 
weakened condition it would be hard to 
walk all the way there.”



 Rhetorical devices shape the structure 
of sentences and paragraphs within a 
persuasive work in ways that make the 
work’s message resonate.  

 As we look at the examples, consider 
HOW these devices make the message 
memorable.



 Analogy (Set 3)
 Anecdote (Set 3)
 Antithesis (Set 3)
 Juxtaposition (Set 3)
 Paradox (Set 3)

 Parallelism (Set 3)
 Rhetorical Question 

(Set 3)
 Synecdoche (Set 3)



 Repetition: Using the same word or words 
more than once for emphasis.

 Consider what the speaker/author is trying to 
emphasize and why

Example: 
 Let there be justice for all, Let there be peace for all, 

Let there be work, bread, water, and salt for all.
--from “Glory and Hope” by Nelson Mandela



 Parallelism (Parallel Structure): Repetition of 
words, phrases, or sentences that have the same 
grammatical structure or that state a similar 
idea. 
 Note that there are different types of parallelism – parallelism is an 

“umbrella” term

 Example:  

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was 
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, It was the 
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness…” (Dickens).



 Anaphora: The same expression (word or 
words) is repeated at the beginning of two or 
more successive clauses or sentences.

 Example:
 “I have been one acquainted with the night.  I have 

outwalked the farthest city light.”

 “We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. We shall fight in 
France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with 
growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall 
defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the 
beaches... We shall never surrender.”



 Epistrophe: Repetition of a word, phrase, or 
clause at the end of successive phrases, 
clauses, or sentences (the counterpart to 
anaphora)

Example: 
 “For no government is better than the men who 

compose it, and I want the best, and we need the 
best, and we deserve the best.” – John F. Kennedy

 “…and that government of the people, by the people, 
for the people shall not perish from the earth.” –
Abraham Lincoln



 Chiasmus: A statement consisting of two 
parallel parts in which the second part is 
structurally reversed.  Think inverted 
parallelism.

 Example:  

“Susan walked in, and out rushed Mary.”

"...ask not what your country can do for you — ask 
what you can do for your country."



 Asyndeton: a construction in which elements 
are presented in a series without conjunctions 
(where they would normally be used)

 Look for a series of commas! 

Example:
 “I came, I saw, I conquered.” – Julius Caesar

 “We shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to 
assure the survival and the success of liberty.” –
John F. Kennedy



 Polysyndeton: the use, for rhetorical effect, 
of more conjunctions than are necessary or 
natural

Example:
 “In years gone by, there were in every community 

men and women who spoke the language of duty 
and morality and loyalty and obligation.” 



Fallacy: a false argument or an 
error in reasoning.

 Fallacies are meant to 
manipulate and confuse the 
audience. If you expose these 
methods, they do not contain 
valid reasoning. 

 What methods of persuasion 
have you seen today that often 
contain fallacies? 



1. Bandwagon – Tries to get everyone to do 
or think the same as the crowd… 
“everyone’s doing it…”
• “Come join your friends at Chili’s, 

where the fun is!”

2. Unproven Generalization– A statement 
that no one is likely to prove, disprove, or 
even challenge, and there are likely not 
any facts to back it up. Extreme words 
are often used to make the statement 
sound more valid (always, never, all, 
none, etc.)
• “Four out of five athletes prefer the 

taste of Gatorade to Powerade.”



3. Stereotyping – A dangerous type of overgeneralization.  
Stereotypes are broad statements about people on the basis of their 
gender, ethnicity, race, political affiliation, religious affiliation, etc.
• “The only thing members of that political group care about is taxing people.” 

4. Circular Reasoning – Supporting a statement by simply repeating it 
in different words.
• “Teenagers should avoid fad diets, because it is important for adolescents to stay away 

from popular weight-loss plans.”

5. False Cause and Effect / Post Hoc (ergo propter hoc) – means “after 
this, therefore because of this”; a fallacy in which one event is said 
to be the cause of a later event simply because it occurred earlier. 
• A occurs before B, therefore, A is the cause of B
• I ate a banana before my English test. I made a 95 on my English test, so the banana 

must have been good luck.
• “The mayor declared a get-tough crime policy and, sure enough, crime rates 

dropped.”



6. Either/Or Fallacy – A statement that suggests there are only two 
choices available in a situation that really offers more than two options.
• “Either students should be allowed to leave school to have lunch at nearby fast-

food restaurants, or they should be allowed to choose the cafeteria menu.”

7. Oversimplification – An explanation of a complex situation or problem 
as if it were much simpler than it is.
• “Making the team depends on whether or not the coach likes you.”

8. Evading the Issue – Refuting an objection with arguments and 
evidence that do not address its central point.
• “Yes, I broke my campaign promise not to raise taxes, but these higher taxes have 

led to increases in police patrols, paved highways, and smaller class sizes in 
schools.”

9. Ad Hominem/Attacking the Person/Name-Calling Fallacy: An attempt 
to discredit an idea by attacking the person or group associated with it.  
Candidates often engage in this during political campaigns.
• “My opponent is not smart enough to be a mayor.”



10. Non sequitur – A statement that is not connected in a logical or clear way to 
anything said before it or that uses irrelevant “proof” to support a claim. Latin 
for “does not follow” (logic)
• “People generally like to walk on sandy beaches; therefore, having sand floors in homes 

would be a great idea.”

11. False Analogy – A comparison that doesn’t hold up because of a critical 
difference between the two subjects.
• “There are seven windows given to animals in the domicile of the head: two nostrils, two 

eyes, two ears, and a mouth. . . . From this and many other similarities in Nature, too 
tedious to enumerate, we gather that the number of planets must necessarily be seven.” 
(Francesco Sizzi, 17th-century Italian astronomer)

12. Straw Man – A fallacy in which an opponent’s argument is overstated or 
misrepresented in order to be attacked or refuted.
• “Senator Jones says that we should not fund the attack submarine program. I disagree 

entirely. I can't understand why he wants to leave us defenseless like that.”

13.  Slippery Slope – A fallacy in which a course of action is objected to on the 
grounds that once taken, it will lead to additional actions until some undesirable 
consequence results.
• “If we loosen immigration policies, the nation will be overrun and the economy will 

collapse.”



1. How can you discuss the economic 
stability of our country when we all 
know you have a gambling problem?



1. How can you discuss the economic 
stability of our country when we all 
know you have a gambling problem?

10 – Ad hominem (personal attack)



2. If you want to be a true American, 
you’ll buy an American-made car.



2. If you want to be a true American, 
you’ll buy an American-made car.

2. Bandwagon





Non Sequitur



3. You can either sign up for tutorials 
or plan on failing English this year.



3. You can either sign up for tutorials 
or plan on failing English this year.

7 – Either/or fallacy



4. Lights must really help prevent 
crime. Since Houston increased the 
number of lights in my neighborhood, 
there has been no crime.



4. Lights must really help prevent 
crime. Since Houston increased the 
number of lights in my neighborhood, 
there has been no crime.

6 – False cause and effect
Post Hoc (ergo propter hoc)



5. If you don’t wake up at 6 a.m., you’ll be 
late getting ready; if you are late getting 
ready, you’ll miss the bus; if you miss the 
bus, you’ll have to walk, and if you walk, 
you’ll be late to school. If you are late, 
you’ll miss part of your class, and it may 
be important, so you’ll fail first period.



5. If you don’t wake up at 6 a.m., you’ll be 
late getting ready; if you are late getting 
ready, you’ll miss the bus; if you miss the 
bus, you’ll have to walk, and if you walk, 
you’ll be late to school. If you are late, 
you’ll miss part of your class, and it may 
be important, so you’ll fail first period.
14 – Slippery slope



6. We know the delicate membranes 
of the liver are like the delicate 
membranes of the eye, so if you want 
to see what alcohol does to your 
stomach, just pour some tequila in 
your eye.



6. We know the delicate membranes of 
the liver are like the delicate membranes 
of the eye, so if you want to see what 
alcohol does to your stomach, just pour 
some tequila in your eye.

12 – False analogy



7. Dr. Richardson can’t be much of a 
doctor. The newspaper had an article 
about him being divorced three times 
and losing his money on bad 
investments.



7. Dr. Richardson can’t be much of a 
doctor. The newspaper had an article 
about him being divorced three times 
and losing his money on bad 
investments.

11 – Non sequitur



8. Everyone knows that taking 
vitamins daily is essential to good 
health.



8. Everyone knows that taking 
vitamins daily is essential to good 
health.

3 - Overgeneralization



9. It’s getting cold because the 
temperature is dropping.



9. It’s getting cold because the 
temperature is dropping.

5 – Circular reasoning



 Speaker -
 Occasion
 Audience
 Purpose
 Subject 
 Tone

“The Big 5” – what to consider when analyzing 
rhetoric:

1. What is the passage about (Subjects = also the second “S” in 
SOAPStone. What issues or ideas are raised in the speech

2. What is the narrative perspective or speaker/author’s position? 
(Think argument: What does the speaker believe needs to be 
done?

3. What does the passage say? (details included in the speech)

4. How does the author develop meaning through the text?  How 
is it organized? (Think Patterns: parallelism, repetition, 
appeals to pathos, ethos, logos, use of imagery, figurative 
language such as similes, metaphors, personification

5. What is (are) the purpose(s) of the speech (also the “P” is 
SOAPSTone)?  (What action does the speaker want to be 
taken?)


